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The delays also Increasingly complicate the ability to establish why the
pit cracked in the first place. This in turn, complicates and extends the
dismantiement of the remaining W48s. It was hoped that the pit could be
available early after the failure for disassembly and evaluation at LLNL in
order to look carefully at the plutonium to see if there were indications
on how it was involved.
There may have been a lsak path allowing moisture to come in contact _
with the plutonium causing reaction products that added to the loading;

~ With the delays this will probably not be passible now
because there has been time for additional reactions to occur. The further
plutonium reactions couid also extend the initial fallure and make the
evaluation of the cause more difficult. Attention and care is being applied
to the packaging and transportation of the pit to LLNL so that additional
damage Is minimized.

LLNL's recommended approach of getting the unit into an argon inert gas
atmosphere as quickly as possible should have been already implemented.
This render-sate-procedure of the inert gas blanket around the plutonium
and removing the high explosive is the only manner in which the situation
can be stabilized. The DOE decision to not proceed puts DOE and Pantex at
risk.

LANL concurs with the abave position.
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